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Illinois Wesleyan to present Curtains

Elf the Musical: You sit on a throne of lies
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Musical
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“I kept 
comparing 
it the movie 
the entire 

time.”

Illinois Wesleyan Univer-
sity’s School of Theatre Arts is 
set to present the Fred Ebb and 
John Kander musical Curtains 
at the Jerome Mirza Theatre in 
McPherson Hall Nov. 14-18.

Based on the book by Peter 
Stone, the musical comedy 
mystery is a parody of the 
1950s “whodunnit” theatre 
mystery series. 

Curtains is set in 1959 
Boston and follows lone detec-
WLYH�/W��)UDQN�&LRIÀ��5REHUW�
Wilson ‘19) as he investigates 
a series of murders that take 
place behind the scenes of the 
ÀFWLRQDO�FRZER\�PXVLFDO��5RE-
bin’ Hood. 

Every member of the cast 
is a suspect and it is up to Lt. 
Coiffo to solve the case and 
save the show. 

The Illinois Wesleyan pro-
duction of Curtains is directed 
by Associate Professor of 
Theatre Arts, Jean Kerr.The 
company began its rehearsal 
process in mid September and 
has put in more than twenty 
hours a week to prepare the 
show for this week’s perfor-
mances. 

“We’ve been working really 
hard for a long time to put this 
on” said Assistant Director 
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it’s something different, not a 
lot of people know it, I think 

that’s fun for us.”
The Kander and Ebb 

musical opened at the 
Al Hirschfeld Theatre in 
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tive reviews. 

For example, upon 
its Broadway debut, 
the New York Times 
slated the musical for its 
“unaggressive predict-
ability” and its “tireless 
fusillade of jokes.” 

The musical’s rocky 
start, however, did not 
have any impact on the 
School of Theatre Arts’ 
decision to produce the 
show. 

“We didn’t look up 
the reviews at all,” said 
Ponsot. “We’re putting 
on our version of it...I 
don’t think [Kerr] has 
even looked at any other 
versions of it because I 
think she wants it to be 
her vision”

Furthermore, it seems 
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of the show far outweighs the 
show’s criticisms.

“I think it’s a good show 
because the leads don’t really 
have to be any particular type 
so that leaves more freedom in 
the casting pool,” said Ponsot, 
commenting on the show’s 
lack of typecasting. 

“Its very open and it could 
have had a lot of different 
people play any of the parts.”

The musical also features 
numerous lead roles and a 
large ensemble which provides 
more opportunity for casting, 
as well as large dance and 
musical numbers that are sure 
to entertain. 

“I’m excited for [the audi-
ence] to have two hours to just 
laugh because I think that’s the 
biggest takeaway is that it’s 
really funny and lighthearted 
and it’s a good opportunity to 

sit back and enjoy a night at 
the theatre.”

Illinois Wesleyan Univer-
sity’s production of Curtains 
runs from Nov. 14-18. Curtain 
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except for Sunday’s matinee 
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Tickets are $14 for Friday 
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Wednesday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Sunday. 
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students with an ID. Tickets 
are available for purchase on-
line or at the School of Theatre 
$UWV�ER[�RIÀFH�

On Sunday, November 11, 
the Bloomington Center for 
Performing Arts (BCPA) put 
on the Broadway musical 
Elf, directed by Sam Scala-
moni and choreographed by 
Connor Gallagher. 

The noteworthy cast 
brought Buddy the elf to life 
on stage with a modern take. 

The show stars Eric Wil-
liams as Buddy, Mark Fish-
back as Santa, John Adkison 
as Walter Hobbs, Paloma 

D’auria as Jovie and Caitlyn 
Lester-Sams and Grady Mi-
randa as Emily and Michael 
Hobbs, along with several 
other performers. 

The musical is based on 
the famous 2003 film star-
ring Will Ferrell. 

The original movie tells 
the story about how a baby 
at an orphanage crawls into 
Santa’s sack one Christmas 
night and Papa Elf (who 
narrates the story) decides to 
raise him as one of his own 
into adulthood. 

Once Buddy learns from 
Santa and the elves that he 
is really a human, he travels 
to New York City to find his 
birth father (Walter Hobbs), 
who happens to be on the 
naughty list, in hopes to 
redeem him. 

It turns out that his dad 
is a mean businessman who 
runs a children’s book com-
pany.

 He never knew that 
Buddy was born and is quick 
to deny him.

Walter along with all of 
the other characters learn to 
love Buddy at their own pace 
and help him on his journey 
of figuring out life as a hu-
man and restoring the Christ-
mas spirit in them and the 

entire city of New York. 
The musical very much 

captures the essence of the 
movie through song, but 
with some slight plot twists 
and details.

 One major difference 
includes the fact that Em-
ily and Michael Hobbs are 
shown more in scenes espe-
cially at Walter’s workplace 
which does not happen in the 
movie. 

Also, Buddy is brought 
to the Hobbs’ home after he 
is taken away by security at 
Walter’s workplace instead 
of Walter bailing him out of 
jail later on after attacking a 
fake santa like in the movie. 

The part where Buddy 
runs away happens earlier 
in the musical, and Buddy 
comes back on his own and 
saves Walter during his work 
pitch after shredding the 
proofs for his original book 
idea. 

Which sadly does not 
include the notorious angry 
elf.

 There are even several 
references to modern tech-
nology and how people can’t 
live without it nowadays that 
makes for the occasional 
giggle. 

They even have Santa use 

a cell phone and an iPad for 
his Christmas list instead of 
the book. 

With Elf being my favorite 
Christmas movie, the musi-
cal had a lot of expectations 
to live to up to. 

I thought it was really 
good and I enjoyed the show 
and seeing the story told 
with awesome music defi-
nitely put me in the Christ-
mas mood.

 It was really hard though 
to fully appreciate this ver-
sion of it, because I kept 
comparing it to the movie 
the entire time.

 I really wish it included 
more elements from the 
movie, because they left 
some scenes out that I 
would’ve liked to see done 
on stage. 

For example, the scene 
when baby Buddy crawls 
into Santa’s sack and ends 
up at the North Pole or 
the mailroom scene which 
would’ve made for a great 
musical number. 

I didn’t mind the modern 
changes for issues of pacing, 
but I think some of it took 
away from the authentic-
ity of the story that I and so 
many others love.

We need more 
student writers! 
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Curtains is a musical mystery comedy

Jim Carrey was originally considered 
for the role of Buddy the elf


